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ABOUT JAN FABRE

Jan Fabre (b. Antwerp, 1958) is a graduate of the Municipal Institute of 
Decorative Arts and the Royal Academy of Fine Arts. He is well known both 
at home and abroad as one of the most innovative and versatile artists of his 
day. Over the past 25 years, he has produced works as a performance art-
ist, theatre maker, choreographer, opera maker, playwright and visual artist. 
Jan Fabre is renowned for expanding the horizons of every genre to which 
he applies his artistic vision.

Fabre has been writing plays since 1975. His texts reflect his concept of 
theatre as an all-encompassing form of art in which dialogue functions 
alongside other elements such as dance, music, opera, performance and 
improvisation. Chaos and discipline, repetition and madness, 
metamorphosis and the anonymous are all indispensible ingredients in 
Fabre’s theatre. The acuteness and reserve with which he employs 
language demand innovative solutions which have also appeared at the 
hand of other directors who have worked with his texts. 

Alongside age-old rituals and philosophical questions, Fabre also deals 
with such themes as violence, lust, beauty and erotica. The body in all its 
forms has been the subject of his investigations since the early 1980s. 
Fabre’s latest production, Orgy of Tolerance, explores the boundaries of 
normality in a society where everything is available and for sale. It is an 
absurdist satire of our shameless world of excess.


